
Lung Cancer

Your treatment with depend on a variety of factors including your overall health, type and stage of cancer, and what you prefer. With these in mind you and your doctor will come up with a treatment plan. 

Surgery
This is a procedure where the surgeon will work to take out the lung cancer as well as some healthy tissue. These can include:
Wedge resection — this is where the surgeon will remove a section of your ling which contains the cancerous tumor as well as some healthy tissue.
Segmental resection — this removes a bigger piece of your lung but not an whole lobe.
Lobectomy — this removes the whole lobe from one lung.
Pneumonectomy — this procedure removes the whole lung.
The surgeon will also take out lymph nodes in your chest so they can test and check them for cancerous signs. You may have to undergo other procedure first before you have surgery in order to shrink the cancer. 

Radiation Therapy
This procedure using high powered energy beams from X-rays and protons in order to kill off cancer cells. You will lie on a table while the machine moves and directs radiation at precise points on your body. This can be used before surgery to shrink the cancer but can also be used as a primary treatment. Radiation therapy can relieve pain in those who suffer from advanced lung cancer. 

Chemotherapy
This is where drugs are given to you intravenously (IV) or taken orally. This can be a combination of medications and you will normally have to go through several treatments. Chemotherapy can be used before a surgery to shrink the tumor or after surgery to kill off any remaining cancer cells but can also be used as a primary treatment. It can also help to relieve pain.

Radio-surgery
This is an intense radiation treatment which points lots of beams of radiation to several difference angles of the cancer. It can take one treatment or a few to complete. This is a good option for those with smaller cancers but can’t have surgery and can be used to treat cancer that has spread.

Targeted Drug Therapy
These medications target the specific abnormalities of cancer cells and then aims to block these abnormalities and kill off the cancer cells. This is most common with those who have advanced or recurring lung cancer. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Immunotherapy
This can use your own immune system to fight the cancer. This therapy interferes with the cancer cells ability to blind your immune system by producing proteins. This is used for those with advanced cancer. 

