
Gastric Cancer

[bookmark: _GoBack]Treatment for gastric cancer all depends on what stage of cancer you have; how healthy you are overall and what you would prefer to do.

Surgery
If the cancer has not spread then a surgery will be done to remove the cancerous part of the esophagus or stomach. 
Early-stage removal from stomach lining — an endoscopic mucosal resection is a procedure which requires the use of lighted tubes with cameras attached, passed through your throat and into your stomach, and then the surgeon will use special tools to take out the cancer as well as some healthy tissue from your stomach lining.
Subtotal gastrectomy — this is the removal of a portion of the stomach that has been affected by the cancer.
Total gastrectomy — this is the removal of the entire stomach including some surrounding tissue. Your esophagus will then be connected to your small intestine to allow the movement of food through your digestive system.
Removal of lymph nodes — the surgeon will remove some lymph nodes in order to examine them and look for more cancer cells.
Surgery to relieve symptoms — sometimes cancer cannot be cured or removed and so the surgeon may remove part of the stomach in order to relieve pain and make you more comfortable. 

Radiation Therapy
This therapy requires the use of high-powered beams of energy such as x-rays to kill off cancer cells. It works by having you lie down on a table and a machine moves around you. This therapy can be used before surgery in order to shrink a tumor and can be used after surgery to destroy any cancer cells that remain. In more severe cases radiation might be recommended to relieve symptoms.

Chemotherapy
This therapy is the use of drugs to kill off cancer cells. The drugs travel throughout your body and kill the cancer cells that may have spread further than your stomach. Again, this treatment can be given before surgery to reduce the size of the tumor or afterwards to kill off any remaining cancer cells. 

Targeted Drug Therapy
This treatment attacks the abnormalities inside cancer cells and the drugs target these abnormal cells and kill the cancerous ones off while recognizing the difference between healthy cells and cancerous ones. These drugs may include:
Trastuzumb (Herception)
Ramucirumab (Cyramza)
Imatinib (Gleevec)
Sunitinib (Sutent)
Regorafenib (Stivarga)
This treatment is often used alongside and in combination with chemotherapy drugs.

